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Board President’s Message
By Jennie Negin

Serendipity is not predictable.
We were approached by Zareh Tjeknavorian, a ﬁlm producer
and director looking for assistance and a venue to show his documentary, Enemy of the People, which raises awareness of the
Stalin-era repressions towards Armenians. I was deeply moved
in previewing the ﬁlm which is narrated by American actor and
playwright Eric Bogosian.
Phyllis Wolf at the Jewish Community Center worked with the
museum and Tjeknavorian to show the ﬁlm on Sunday afternoon
June 28th. The 50 persons in attendance made up a receptive
audience. A lively question and answer session with Tjeknavorian,
a graduate of New York University’s ﬁlm school, followed the
screening.
The museum is the locale for three art workshops for children 5
and up and their families. Structured in accord with artist Friedl
Dicker-Brandeis’s teaching approach which she developed from
her art studies at the Weimar Bauhaus, the workshops have been
scheduled for three Sundays in the summer. Our ﬁrst on June
28th was very successful with more than 20 children and parents participating. The third session is scheduled for August 23rd
from 10 to 11:30 a.m. Please being your children and spread the
word to family and friends. By the way, Dicker-Brandeis taught
creative art classes to children in Terezin concentration camp
between 1942 and 1944.
The museum was ﬁscal agent for the second summer teacher institute entitled Teaching for Social Justice Using Common Core
and the Holocaust. Funded by the Memorial Library in New York,
the June event was crafted to help New Mexico teachers develop meaningful ways to teach the Holocaust and other events
involving intolerance and persecution. Three of our docents took
part in the weeklong training which included two meetings in the
museum.
Sometimes I feel like a broken record (remember them?) but I
have to ask that you help in our continued efforts by making a
donation. If you’ve already done so, thanks again. If not, please
take out that pen and checkbook or go online to http://www.nmholocaustmuseum.org/gifts.php to turn intent into action.
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Genocide

By Lily Yatskowitz, Mid-school student and volunteer

What is genocide? Genocide can be hate or discrimination.
Genocide can be wiping out a behemoth percentile of a
population based on prejudiced and biased ideas. Genocide
is murder, it is homicide, it is a catastrophic action based on
the dislike of how people look, act, think, or where they come
from.
Who was Hitler, and what was the Holocaust? Adolf Hitler was
a man with a plan, which he put into action, resulting in the
killing of over 11,000,000 people. Hitler hated Jews, and the
mentally and physically disabled. He also hated the gypsies,
as well as homosexuals, those who opposed his rule, and
Jehovah’s witnesses. He despised people who were different.
In fact, he couldn’t stand the thought of them even walking the
same ground as him, so he killed them. The general gathered
followers and brainwashed them into thinking and doing what
he thought and did. The Holocaust is the name of the
genocide that Hitler committed.

“How can we prevent
genocide?”

How can we prevent genocide? The truth is, we can’t. Out of
the 7,000,000,000 people that roam the earth, we will never
get them all to like and hate the same things. But then again,
there is a difference between disliking and hating. Disliking is
not liking something, but you can stand it, you can live with it.
Hate, on the other hand, is a completely different thing. Hate
is absolutely detesting something, loathing. Not being able
to stand or live with it. Hate can lead to bad thoughts. Bad
thoughts can lead to mean words. Mean words can lead to
violence. And violence can lead to genocide.
The Holocaust and Intolerance Museum of New Mexico exhibits what happens when hate and genocide occur around the
world. It informs the public about what genocide, bullying, and
intolerance are, trying to ﬁnd ways to prevent genocide from
happening in the future.
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Advocacy As a Choice
by Michael Peck, Docent

Join Us

We live in troubled times. No thinking person will question
this.

Giving Back Sundays

The media, daily, reports of hate, intolerance, cruelty, injustice, violence, terrorism and even horror. Unfortunately this
is the way of the world. These elements are not new.

Date: October 18th
Place: 3118 Central S.E.

In our museum we exhibit events that contain all of these
elements in one form or another.

Enjoy B2B’s brews to burgers.

Museum volunteers become advocates for the victims and
address the continued existence of the crimes to which they
were subjected.

@ Bistronomy B2B’s

(across from Yanni’s restaurant)

The museum will be the recipient of a
percentage of sales.

Hope to see you there, and
thank you, we appreciate your
support.

The exhibits also reveal that the results of these unfortunate
human choices are invariably tragic. But the world continues
to foster them, seemingly having learned little or nothing.
What may seem obvious to museum personnel may not be
so clear to some visitors.
We share our knowledge and experience regarding these
important issues. Broadening the perspective of our guests
is an opportunity we must not ignore.

“...we can provide enlightenment
for our guests and broaden their
perspective...”

Perhaps they may choose to address these issues, if they
exist, in their personal lives.
Unfortunately there is not a great deal that we can do to
change the world as a whole. However, we can provide
enlightenment for our guests and perhaps broaden their
perspective so they may more effectively cope with their
troubled world.

Farewell Aleppo book signing scheduled
Claudette Sutton, author of “Farewell, Aleppo: My Father, My People, and Their Long Journey Home,”
invites you to join her at a reading and signing at Bookworks on Tuesday, August 18th at 7 p.m.
Aleppo--now a battleground in Syria’s seemingly endless civil war--had a large, vibrant Jewish community for thousands of years until rising anti-Semitism in the last century forced that community to
relocate. “Farewell, Aleppo” is a daughter’s tribute to her father’s childhood in Aleppo, in the last years
when Jews, Christians and Muslims still lived there together with respectful tolerance, and his years in
Shanghai under Japanese occupation throughout World War II before coming to America. Mike Sutton
and museum founder Werner Gellert lived in Shanghai at the same time in circumstances that overlapped in many ways and also differed widely.
Bookworks is located at 4022 Rio Grande Boulevard NW, in Albuquerque.
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An Experience
By Harold Folley

On Wednesday, July 29th, a young man came in the
museum, and after a short introduction, proceeded to
go through on his own, until a couple of hours later he
hurried to leave as a thunderstorm approached.

“You are doing a great job
here.”

At the door he turned to me and said “You should
know that I was in the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington D.C. several days ago, and when
they learned I was coming to New Mexico they said
‘you must stop by and see the Holocaust & Intolerance Museum of New Mexico’.” He smiled and said, “
I have, and I am glad. You are doing a great job here.”
I thanked him and he then hurriedly left to beat the
rain.
This is the sort of experience that is so gratifying to all
volunteers,and to anyone associated in any way with
the museum. The clear message to all of us is that the
world is watching, noticing, and approving what we are
doing. This should inspire us to try even harder and
always do an exceptional job.

If you wish to make a donation, cut along dotted line and return to the address listed on form below
or visit our website to donate online, www.nmholocaustmuseum.org

(505) 247-0606 616 Central Ave. SW, Albuquerque, NM 87102

www.nmholocaustmuseum.org
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Why Do We Have Archives?
By Diane Kozelka

How much stuff does a museum have? What happened to that
great exhibit I saw last time? For these answers and more, read
on...
Lots of people think a museum is a static, never-changing building, where very little exciting stuff goes on. Come on...that’s
what you thought when you were eleven, and your mom/dad
suggested it, as a Sunday family outing. Even doing your homework was more interesting, than going to a museum! But once
you got there, you realized how much you didn’t know.

Our Silvian Library & Archives is
an excellent example of a history
archive -- an extensive collection
of items...

Did you know that a museum has more stuff in their archives,
than anywhere else in the museum? Rarely do visitors see the
archive, because that’s where all past exhibits, future exhibits,
as well as additional stuff that it couldn’t ﬁt into the current exhibits is stored, and we don’t want to reveal our upcoming exhibits
until they are ready. In addition, the archive serves as the repository for all items connected to the existence of the museum,
i.e., its history -- how it came to exist, who started it, where the
money came from to open the museum, all the activities, business dealings, etc. of our nonproﬁt corporation/institution. Most
of this is dry stuff that rarely gets looked at again, but it must be
stored in the archive, in case someone needs to use it later.
In order to have an idea of what the museum currently owns, it
has to consult an inventory. The inventory is how we can prove
ownership of an item, as well as who gave it to us and when.
Each item we own or borrow has a unique name. This documentation, or recording of each item is what goes into our inventory.
One of the purposes of an archive is to create and maintain this
inventory.
Our Silvian Library & Sudy Center is an excellent example of a
history archive -- an extensive collection of items, in many different formats:
•
Paper
•
Books
•
Photographs
•
Audio/ Video Tape, and DVDs
•
Motion Picture Film
•
Fragile 3D Memorabilia, which are comprised of
old metal, glass, canvas (paintings), cloth, etc.

Please see Archives on Page 6
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Why Do We Have Archives? from Page 5
Each item must be inventoried as soon as it is acquired, so we
have a permanent record of how it came to be in our museum’s
collection. Once it is in the inventory, it becomes a retrievable document, or record.
The word ‘archive’ is hard to deﬁne, since it has different meanings, depending on context. Did you know that archive is both a
noun and a verb? Archive can refer to:
A collection of items, which form evidence of the activities
of a person or institution.
A building where historical records are kept – also called
repositories.
Any papers that are old, or used infrequently.
The act of adding a record to an archive, also known as
recording/ documenting its existence.
In today’s digital world, archive can refer to:
a collection of digital data, stored on electronic media,
such as a hard drive.
a long-term storage device (i.e., hard drive), that contains
all the museum’s ﬁles.
a backup system, that contains multiple copies of all ﬁles,
in case the primary hard drive fails.
archive/ archiving as a verb, describes the process of
creating and maintaining the digital data, as well
as storing several backup copies off-site.

“The word ‘archive’ is hard to
deﬁne, since it has different
meanings, depending on context.”

Once digital versions of our documents are available, it will
allow the information/data to be quickly shared among research
collaborators, but also open to the public 24/7, via our online website, for anyone to use, whenever they need it. This is another
purpose for the existence of an archive -- to create digital versions
of many of our inventoried items, that we simply can’t display, due
to space limitations.
The next time you are visiting our museum, and see blank wall
space, or a sign telling you that a new exhibit is being prepared,
you will understand some of the work involved, to revise an existing exhibit or create a new one. We want your visits to be memorable, and that you will return to share our museum with younger
generations.

