
Looking in the Rearview Mirror
While Stepping into the Future

State of the Museum 2019

New Mexico
Holocaust Museum & 
Gellert Center for Education



Eliminating hate and intolerance one mind at a time 

Looking in the rearview mirror 

Activities 

Visitors  Our numbers increased in 2019 by 540 individuals. 

The majority of visitors—493—came in June. Road 

Scholars visited monthly, sometimes twice a month, and 

15 members of the Sandia Rotary Club stopped by in 

August while our volunteer coordinator and several 

directors presented at various Rotary meetings in New 

Mexico. Included in the count were students from 23 

local schools, one senior center, a summer camp, and a 

community college from Arizona. We had a very special 

visit in Spring when Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller and 

members of his staff showed great interest by staying 

much, much longer than they had scheduled. 

Education 
outreach 

 Education Director Susan Bapty and trained 

docents, many of them professional educators, 

were in schools spreading our message about the 

consequences of silence, hate, and indifference. 

Nearly 400 children were involved in various 

programs including the creation of an Upstander 

Quilt and Portrayals of a Troubled World. We suspect that figure increased exponentially as 

students talked about standing up and being counted with parents, siblings, grandparents, friends 

and neighbors. 

 School partners in our programs include eCademy Magnet High School, La Academia de 

Esperanza Charter School, Cottonwood Classical Preparatory School, Eisenhower Middle School, 

Congregation Albert School of Jewish Studies, and Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary School. 

 In 2019 January, new board members were installed mid-month, and volunteers worked on a 

“closed” day to start an organizing and downsizing project. We recognized Martin Luther King Jr. 

Day, International Holocaust Remembrance Day, and extended a warm welcome to intern Melanie 

Dickson, a senior from Brigham Young University-Idaho. 

 In February, the museum was recognized at the Roundhouse by Memorial 49 introduced by 

Representatives Abbas A. Akhil, Damon B. Ely, Dayan M. Hochman-Vigil, and Gail Chasey. We 

learned a bit later that the legislature designated a combined $824,000 to be used for capital 

outlay. 

 Donor tracking software was installed and our website was updated to accommodate schedul-

ing class visits, completing volunteer applications, and making donations, all on line.                                                                                                                                                      

 We collaborated with the Jewish Federation of New Mexico and Congregation Albert in a com-

munitywide Yom HaShoah ceremony in April and the next month we sponsored a reception in the 

National Hispanic Cultural Center at ¡Resiliencia! which highlighted the extraordinary journey of the 

Jewish people to Spanish-speaking countries. Concurrently, we began the UPSTANDER cam-

paign featuring pop-up displays and the work of fourth graders from Georgia O’Keeffe Elementary 

School. The pop-ups, shown around the state, implore viewers to speak out for what is right. 

 In June, Stonewall was remembered with a celebration of pride and solidarity in the Governor’s 

Mansion. Co-host of the reception was the Envision Fund of the Santa Fe Community Foundation. 

Also in June, New Jersey author Kay Miller paid tribute to the late Lilo Waxman who gave us her 

dollhouse which became the permanent, precious exhibit, Hidden Treasures. Later in the month, 

educators and former board members Leslie Lawner and Susan Quintana conducted a week-long 

institute for area educators, Teaching the Holocaust for Social Justice. First held locally in 2014,  

(Activities continued on next page) 
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Finances 

the training is funded by The Olga 

Lengyel Institute (TOLI) for Holo-

caust Studies and Human Rights. 

 Perhaps most exciting is that 

Leon Natker, our very first executive 

director, was hired. He will guide us 

through the next steps of becoming 

an updated and more professional 

museum. 

 Another October fun fundraiser 

was held in Embassy Suites, but, 

sadly, Werner Gellert, the last of our 

three original founders and a Holo-

caust survivor, died on November 9, 

the anniversary of Kristallnacht. Two 

days later, the museum sponsored a 

commemoration of the horrific event 

which Werner witnessed. On that 

day and into the next in 1938, the 

Nazis torched synagogues, vandal-

ized Jewish homes, schools, and 

businesses and killed close to 100 

Jews. Some 30,000 Jewish men 

were arrested and sent to concen-

tration camps. 

Activities continued 

Vibrant volunteer corps supports museum message 

by Larry C. Malick, Volunteer Coordinator 

 Last year and early into 2020 we saw quite a swell in the number, diver-

sity of backgrounds, and interests of our volunteers. Much of this growth is 

driven by the current state of racial intolerance at home and abroad and the 

current inhumane response to the refugee crisis at the border. All volunteers 

have expressed the desire to find some way to be of help. Supporting the 

work and message of the museum seemed like a good fit. 

 In addition to volunteers with professional backgrounds in prison work, 

college administration, and atomic energy, we also have college students 

and even citizens from other countries, notably Spain and Israel. Also we 

have a rich mix of genders and more volunteers who have trained to be 

docents. All are excited about the coming “new” museum and eager to be 

part of the program this summer. 

 The volunteer program is looking vibrant and solid as we prepare for a 

reopening after this virus subsides. 

 Those joining the ranks in 2019 included John Cornish, Thien-Nam Dinh, 

Nic Estrada, Molly French, Laural Weintraub, and George King. 



 by Camelia Caton-Garcia, Collections Manager 

 This was an eventful year for the New Mexico Holocaust Museum. Its col-

lections, archives, and Silvian library were no exceptions. The museum official-

ly adopted a new, robust collections policy to guide acquisition of artifacts and 

further our exhibits and programming. We updated our technology and facility 

with a new dedicated computer and replaced fluorescents with LEDs for better 

collections care. We began the first phase of a reorganization (re-org) project, 

designed by Unesco World Heritage, to classify and properly store collections, 

archives and library with existing and creative resources. Continually we 

assess preservation and conservation needs of our entire collection as we 

move forward with museum revamping. The next phase of this re-org project 

will take place in the fall. 

 Thanks to volunteer Molly French, we digitized and catalogued nearly 200 

newly accessioned liberation photos. Some will be featured in the upcoming 

exhibit remodel. Volunteer Hagar Hecht began work on translation of rare and 

antique foreign language books. 

 We began an Instagram feature that highlights a photograph, artifact or 

document for our collection which is not on permanent exhibit. We hope to 

more widely share our incredible collection and gather information from the 

community about the history of these items and their journey to our museum. 

Further digitization is ongoing so that anyone may access the museum’s 

collections through the website. 

 We continued our Road Scholars museum tour and lecture series. The pro-

gram brings visitors from around the country in connection with their New Mex-

ico’s Conversos and Crypto-Jews educational tour. NMHM hosted more than 

10 Road Scholars visits last year that included a docent guided tour and a 

deep dive into the collections featuring artifacts from founder Werner Gellert’s 

time as a refugee in Shanghai. As a result of these visits, participants in this 

program included images and documents from our collection at their “Jews of 

China” event hosted by Congregation Kehillat Israel, Pacific Palisades, Califor-

nia, last May. 

 The Silvian Library & Study Center began its long awaited retro-conversion 

from the Dewey Decimal System to Library of Congress Classification (LCC) 

Albuquerque Mayor Tim Keller and 

Collections Manager Camelia Caton-

Garcia examine artifacts during the 

mayor’s May 28 visit. 

Collections, Archives and Library: A year in review 

which is used by large academic 

libraries. It is one of the most widely 

used library classification systems in 

the world and will make our collection 

much more accessible. Our library 

has nearly 5,000 titles covering top-

ics such as the Holocaust, genocide, 

resistance, social justice and the 

effects and prevention of hate. Each 

book must be relabeled with the cor-

rect LCC call number and re-shelved 

using the new system. Volunteers 

Sheri Karmiol and Diane Kolzelka 

have been heading up this project 

with hopes to reopen the library to 

researchers later in 2020. 

 The success of the collections, 

archives and library depends upon 

our donors and community. If you 

have any information about an arti-

fact in our collection, please reach 

out to us. If you are interested in do-

nating to the collection, guidelines 

and contact information can be found 

at https://nmholocaustmuseum.org/

donate-collection/.  

Creating Stepping Stones 

https://www.roadscholar.org/find-an-adventure/11007/New-Mexico-s-Conversos-and-Crypto-Jews
https://www.roadscholar.org/find-an-adventure/11007/New-Mexico-s-Conversos-and-Crypto-Jews
https://nmholocaustmuseum.org/donate-collection/
https://nmholocaustmuseum.org/donate-collection/
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STAFF 

Leon Natker 

Executive Director 

Lyn Berner 

Director of Administration 

Susan Bapty 

Director of Education 

Camelia Caton-Garcia 
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Larry Malick 

Volunteer Coordinator 

Richard Roy 

Bookkeeper 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Raye M. Cohen 

President 

Sheri Karmiol 

Vice-President 
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Barbara Resnikoff 
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Albuquerque NM 87102 

MAIL 
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PHONE 

(505) 247-0606

As of April 2020 

CONTRIBUTORS 

Lyn Berner 

Camelia Caton-Garcia 

Raye Cohen 

Larry Malick 

Leon Natker 

Richard Roy 

by Leon Natker, Executive Director 

As we continue to cope with the fallout from the COVID-19 virus it is important that 

we don’t lose sight of the future, for there will be a future and we must be prepared for it. 

When the board of directors hired me last year they were preparing for a vision of our 

museum for the next generation.  

 Over the last 19 years we have accomplished so much with so little. We have model 

educational programs that are equipped to expand and reach a truly statewide constitu-

ency. As small as we are, we still manage to reach more than 4,000 visitors each year. 

Think of what we can accomplish with just a little more effort. 

 The staff and I are preparing two new exhibits while refurbishing our current displays, 

including Phase II of our Slavery exhibit. We plan to re-open in August, if the Governor 

considers it safe. Our new exhibits are Fear of the Stranger: Immigration in the USA and 

Colonization: Racism and Resistance. This will deal with the reality and effects of coloni-

zation on the native New Mexico population. Emphasizing our Upstander program, we 

are going to feature specific people in each of the exhibits who resisted, people who are 

true upstanders and made a difference to their communities. It is important that anyone 

visiting our museum leave with a sense of hope, a sense that one person can make a 

difference. If we are to prepare the next generation to continue this fight we must 

succeed in our 

mission. 

Making sure 

our educational 

programs, exhib-

its, and outreach 

succeed depends 

on one thing: 

funding. As a 

small not-for-profit 

organization we 

have depended 

largely on individ-

ual donors for our 

ongoing success. 

It is up to you to 

see that we can 

continue and can expand what we do throughout the state of New Mexico. I know we 

have all had our eyes on other issues the last few months, but we can’t lose sight of our 

long-term goals. This crisis will come to an end; the question is what will be left when it is 

over. I believe that our museum with its mission is one of the things that must be left 

intact and able to serve the community. Eliminating hatred, intolerance and the violence 

it spawns is a never ending job that requires commitment and courage. So, I am appeal-

ing to all of you not to forget us. 

 Join us in our mission through your financial support and help a new generation com-

bat hate and intolerance one mind at a time. 

Heading on down the road 

One of our upstanders with the Upstander Quilt. 

Our educational programs empower children to take 
a stand against injustice when they see it.



Our Donors 

Eliminating hate and intolerance one mind at a time 

ABQ Dentists/Monique Chavez 

AMC Theaters 

Antiques & Chatchkes 

Anonymous Donors 

Deena Adler 

Harold Albert 

Albuquerque Pride 

Hermelinda Almarez 

Chearie Joyce E Alipal 

Jimmy Joe Armijo 

AV Handyman Services 

Paul Babb 

George Bach 

Rhonda Backinoff 

Paul Baltzer 

Susan & Alex Bapty 

Phyllis Barr & Kevin McCauley 

Karen Bash 

Ladonna & Terry Beals 

Nancy & Charlie Bearce 

Norton Bell 

Kathleen Benavidez 

Aaron Bergman 

Ethlyn M Berner 

Betty’s Bath & Day Spa 

Edie Blaugrund 

Nancy & Cliff Blaugrund 

Nancy E Bothne 

Janet Bothne 

Jasmine Bouquet 

James Bradley 

Joseph Britton 

Broadway Skin & Body Retreat 

Marilyn Bromberg 

Miriam & Henry Burhans 

Trish Calvani & Marc Rovner 

Victoria M Camerlingo 

Canine Culture 

Ramona & Ed Caplan 

Camelia Caton-Garcia 

Dorothy & Armen Chakerian 

Ruth Chariton 

Praveen Chaudhry 

Susan & Paul Citrin 

Elizabeth Clewett & Mark Unruh 

Code 3 Service/Lindsay & David Jones 

Raye Cohen 

Congregation Albert Sisterhood 

Rex Corbin 

Beth Cormack 

Dorothy Corner Amsden 

Patricia Corrigan 

Cosmetic Dentistry of New Mexico 

Karen L. Cox & Rich Reiff 

David Crawford 

Custom Made Crosses 

Dar Stone, Gourd Artist 

Angelica David 

Annette De Bois & Milt Lasoski 

Taivas Degroff 

Pat & Greg Devejian 

D. H. Lescombes 

Discovery Map of Albuquerque/ 

 Jeffrey Stevens 

Paula Donahue 

Donation Box Donors 

Dr. Steve’s Sculptures 

Jana & Michael Druxman 

John DuBois 

Andrew B. Edwards 

Miriam Efroymson 

Sandra & Tim Eichenberg 

Pauline & Mel Eisenstadt 

Jay Eiser 

Bradley Elkins 

Carol Ann Elliott 

Margaret Elliston 

June & Harry Ettinger 

Barbara & Murray Ezring 

Mary Cleo Fernandez 

Doris Fields 

Rev. Kim Fields-Haley 

Marianne G Fischer 

Linda & Marty Fisher 

Kevin L Fitzwater 

Linda & Arthur Flicker 

French Family of Companies 

Debra & Howard Friedman 

Beth Fuld 

Irene & Robert Gale 

Wendy Gallagher 

Rachel & Steven Galper 

Juanita Garcia & Jordan Kosberg 

Victoria Garcia 

Paloma Garcia 

Terri Garcia-Hanoumis 

Gardenswartz Realty/Sonya Priestly 

 & Art Gardenswartz 

Sophie Garvanian 

Margaret & Jim Gates 

Tahir Gauba 

Virginia & Henry Gerard 

Lola & David Geselowitz 

Rivka & Micha Gisser 

Linda Goff 

Laurence Golden 

Irma Gonzalez 

Vicki Gottlieb 

Peter Grahame 

Sharon & William Gralow 

Amber Gray-Fenner 

Great Harvest Bread Company 

Deborah Green 

Marcia & Paul Greenbaum 

Marian & Larry Greher 

Hair Obsessions 

Eileen Grevey & David Hillson 

Helen Grevey & Jay Hertz 

Lynn & David Grisham 

Annie & Shelly Gross 

Kevin Hammar, JD 

Alicia & Joseph Harnage 

Melanie Harper 

Harris L. Hartz 

Betty & Keith Harvie 

Haverland Carter Life Style Group/ 

 Dave Walbright 

Martin Heinrich 

Terry Lee Heller 

Lorraine Hellum 

Hilton Buffalo Thunder 

Hilton Garden Inn 

Hilton Garden Inn Downtown Dallas 

Holman’s USA Corp. 

Darlene & Calvin Hyer 
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Melissa Jabour 

Carol Jacobson 

Mark Jaffe & Sandra Henderson 

Nury & Jerry Jaramillo 

Paula & Michael Jarvis 

Jason’s Deli 

Judith Jennings 

Jennifer Jernigan 

Jewish Community Center 

Jinja 

Jocelyn Powe, Massage Therapist 

John Brooks Super Markets 

Carol I. Johnson 

Deborah Kapp 

Sheri & Ira Karmiol 

Mary Ellen & Chet Karnas 

Daisy Kates 

Keller’s Farm Store 

Roberta Keppel 

Madalene & Byron Kesner 

Marjorie F Kirkel 

Janet Klee 

Jeffrey Koenigsberg 

Shelley & Herb Koffler 

Greg Kuetemeier 

La Vida Llena 

L&S Marketing, Inc./Sheldon Liebman  

La Montañita Co-op Food Market 

Sara & Phillip Latham 

Leslie Lawner & Robert Carroll 

Jayne & Ed Leighton 

Suzi & Sol Levy 

James B. Lewis 

Norma Libman 

Maxie Lieberman 

Lieber’s Luggage 

LillyBarrack 

Claire Lissance 

David Lopez 

Linda Lopez 

Chris Love 

Mariann McKee & Ron Ricci 

Amy & Larry Malick 

Nick Manole 

Mark Diamond’s Jewelers/Ellen Diamond 

Debra Martin & John Sopka 

Mary Ellen Beard/Mary Ellen Merrigan 

Georgia Maryol 

Meow Wolf 

Jason Meuse 

Dann Meyer 

Scott Miltenberger, DMD 

Christine & Russell Mink 

Mister Car Wash 

Ruth S. Mondlick 

Connie Moore & Phillip Raby 

Jenny & Jason Moran 

Henrietta & Steven Morgenstein 

Shirley E. Morrison 

Carolyn Murphy 

Mark Napolin 

James Neal 

Alice & Charles Negin 

Jennie Negin & Harold Folley 

Tsiporah Nephesh 

Stephanie Newbill 

Phillip Pickman 

Jerry Ortiz y Pino 

Margery & Perry Pintzow 

Leslie & Neil Pivar 

Placitas Artists Series 

Dr. Diane H. Polasky 

Pompous Glass 

Michael Potok 

Rita & Joe Powdrell 

Mary V. Pratt, M.D. 

Noel Pugach 

Keith A Radcliffe 

Victor Raigoza 

Ranchers Club of New Mexico 

Barbara J Resnikoff 

Jackie Reynolds 

Sandra & Clifford Richardson 

Erika Rimson & David Bernstein 

Laura Robbins 

Margaret Roberts 

Gwenn Robinson & Dwight Burney 

Donna & Rich Romm 

Our Donors (continued) 
New Mexico Piñon Coffee Company 

Sharon Niederman 

O’Bean’s Coffee Cruiser 

Dean Olson 

Ann Onderdonk 

Opera Southwest 

Osuna Nursery 

Sara Otto-Diniz 

Payday HCM/ Andrew Siegel  

Park-it Place/Neal Greenbaum 

Michael Parks 

partners-by-design.com/Rick Bickhart 

Janice & Stuart Paster 

Diana & Jeff Paul 

Paws for Effect Jewelry 

PAWS Thrift Store/ Beverly V Holliday 

Deborah Peacock & Nate Korn 

Pennysmith’s 

Perfection Pools and Spas LLC 

Peter Eller Art/Peter Eller 

Harriet Peters 

Lynne & Jerome Pfeffer 

Marcia Rosenstein 

Dana Roth 

Berni Roulias & Pete Fedorowich 

Lois & Tom Ruby 

Laurie & Harvey Ruskin 

Marcia & Sid Rutberg 

Sadie’s of New Mexico 

Sarah Lyn Sampsel 

Susan & John Sandager 

Sandia Laboratory Federal Credit Union 

Sandia Peak Tramway & Ski Area 

Santa Fe Spirits 

Sarabande Home 

Lloyd K Sayre 

Brenda & Kent Schauer 

SCI, Inc./Bob Lucero 

John Schoeppner 

Bryan Schroeder 

Paula & Mel Schwartz 

Isabel Sciommeri 

Vincent Scudella 

Seasons 52 



Albuquerque Community Foundation 

 ACF Grant Program Fund 

 E. Blaugrund Family Fund 

 Holocaust Memorial Endowment Fund 

 Jack Grevey Memorial Fund 

Amazon Smile 

Benevity Community Impact Fund 

Byron and Madalene Kesner Family Philanthropic Fund 

 of the Dallas Jewish Community Foundation 

Diana & Chester French Stewart Family Foundation 

Fidelity Charitable 

Jewish Community Foundation of New Mexico 

 Chaia’s Hopes Fund 

 Folley Negin Donor Advised Fund 

 Herb and Shelley Koffler Donor Advised Fund 

 Jayne & Ed Leighton Family Charitable Fund 

 Meyer Family L’Dor Va Dor Fund 

 Rimson Bernstein Donor Advised Fund 

Grants, 

foundations, 

and 

other funding 

sources 

Jewish Federation of New Mexico 

Kanter Kallman Foundation 

Network for Good 

Prudential  

Schwab Charitable 

The Slomo and Cindy Silvian Foundation, Inc. 

United Way of Central New Mexico 

 Tocqueville Society 

 Workplace Campaigns 

State of New Mexico, New Mexico Arts 

Vanguard 

 The Basen Weinreb Charitable Gift Fund of  

 Vanguard Charitable 

 Vanguard Health Care Fund 

Our Donors (continued) 

We make every effort to be accurate. Please advise us of any corrections. Thank you. 

Suits Unlimited/Theresa & Larry Garcia 

Sunnyside Up Breakfast & Lunch Café/ 

 Jessica Tafoya 

SUNNY505/ Joanie Griffin 

Sunrise Springs Spa Resort 

Sun Tours/ Leslee Richards 

SWAG (the band) 

Melba & Ken Swoyer 

Talia Freedman and Co. Real Estate 

Sen. William Tallman 

Gloria & Alan Taradash 

TAS Security/Melanie & Marty Mayo 

Teravintage Antique Jewelry 

Dolores & Rick Teubner 

The Comeback Trail, LLC 

The Owings Gallery 

The Payroll Company 

The Range Café 

The Recognition Place 

Lois Tigay 

Connie M Tilgner 

Total Wine & More 

Trader Joe’s 

Tripp’s, Inc. 

Regina Turner 

Universal Water Systems/Kevin Albert 

Carol & Eugene Venturini 

Vic’s Daily Café 

Visage Skin & Body 

Stephanie & Michael Walti 

Ila Washington 

Waxing the City/Blo Albuquerque Blow 

Out Bar 

Wedding Crashers 

Weems Gallery 

Judy & Peter Weinreb 

Roger Weinstein 

Naomi Weiss 

Michele & Reuben Weisz 

Gail Werde 

Beverly C White 

Wendy Wilkins & Jay Rodman 

Willow 

Linney Wix 

Merilee Wolfson 

Lauren Wons 

Wright’s Indian Art 

Carol & Lawrence Young 

Elizabeth Zang 

Sally & Hal Zenick 

Rev. Christopher L Zugger 

Meryl Manning & Ron Segel 

Sewing Ongoing 

Dan Shaffer 

Claudia & Ronald Short  

Linda Siegle 

Kathy & Gary Singer 

Sisyphus Industries 

Vivian & George Skadron 

Skin Deep 

SlapFish 

Jerry Small 

Lillian Snyder & Mary Alice Morris 

Helen & Ed Solomon 

Diane Solomon 

Southwest Capital Bank 

Southwest Copy Systems 

Southwest Federal Credit Union/ 

 Randy Lunsford 

Southwest Podiatry Center/Faith 

Shapiro 

Marilyn & Stanley Stark 

Steven Stearns 

Steward’s Plumbing/Eric Maxon 

Pat & John W. Stover 

Robert Strumor 

Studio J Contemporary 

Su Casa Staging & Redesign/ 

 Nicole A Rorem 
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